
Every school faces the challenge to create an inclusive 
environment for its students; a challenge that grows 
with each passing school year.

This challenge must be addressed peer-to-peer 
amongst students to effectively and continuously  
improve the quality of their experiences so that they 
are better positioned to excel academically and 
behaviorally. 

Anytown is a unique and powerful program that prepares 
young people to be effective leaders for inclusion; creating 
schools, youth programs, & communities that are welcome to 
all of us, not just some of us. It is a week-long, full 
immersion, residential program for high school youth 
interested in making their school and community 
environments a more inclusive place for all. Participants 
have the opportunity to explore topics of race, class, gender, 
ability status, sexual orientation, and religion through 
experiential exercises and group dialogue, while building 
skills to think critically and engage in constructive 
conversations across difference. Students leave Anytown as 
young people dedicated to creating a society based on 
inclusion, trust, and mutual respect.

WHO CAN APPLY?
Each Anytown accepts up to 50 students, age 15-18. The program 
seeks students that are rising sophomores-rising seniors that 
demonstrate leadership and motivation to create change. These 
leaders often come from student government, clubs like GSA or 
Diversity Club, or have participated in other leadership programs that 
center on diversity and inclusion. We seek to create the most diverse 
program possible, by accepting students of as many races, ethnicities, 
classes, genders, religions, ability statuses, and sexual orientations as 
possible. 

OPENING MINDS.

CHANGING LIVES.

BUILDING 
LEADERSHIP.

“I’m really hoping I can use 
some of the things I’ve learned 

here to change my school, 
make it better, help other 
people feel more safe.”

“It’s an amazing experience I 
wish everyone could go 

through. I would describe it as 
informing, emotional, fun, 

exciting you just feel 
determined to change this 

world, I feel motivated. I feel 
like I finally have a platform to 

do it from.”

“Anytown is an opportunity to 
dig deep into you and the 
people that surround you and 
how you can make a change.”

https://nccjstl.org


ALIGNING & LEVERAGING 
LEADERSHIP IN YOUTH 

(ALLY)
BENEFITS FOR STUDENTS

• Monthly meetings to reconnect 
with Anytown peers

• Ongoing support from  NCCJ as 
they work to create a more 
inclusive environment by 
carrying out the action plan they 
developed during Anytown

• Facilitation skills
• Opportunities to connect what 

they learned at Anytown to 
current events
BENEFITS FOR SCHOOLS

• Students bring their leadership 
into the school and engage 
peer-to-peer in ways that have a 
major impact on their spheres of 
influence

• Schools experience an overall 
shift toward inclusion, as ALLY 
students bring their learning to 
other students, faculty, and 
administrators

• Students often develop and run 
new clubs, such as a Diversity 
Club, Social Justice Club, or 
affinity groups, where they then 
facilitate activities to share what 
they learned at Anytown

NCCJ ANYTOWN ALUMNI 
NETWORK

BENEFITS FOR STUDENTS

BENEFITS FOR SCHOOLS

school.  Over time, there 

ANYTOWN YOUTH 
LEADERSHIP INSTITUTE

BENEFITS FOR STUDENTS
• Life-long friendships with people

they would have otherwise never
met

• A clear understanding of bias,
stereotypes, and oppression
across multiple identities

• Leadership, communication, &
critical thinking skills that will
support them in many
environments

• A strong sense of self-
awareness and empowerment

BENEFITS FOR SCHOOLS
• Empowered students will 

return to school with an action 
plan to work to promote equity 
and inclusion

THE PROMISE
Youth participating in this program will contribute to a more inclusive school 
environment which makes it easier for everyone to learn.  

COST OF ANYTOWN 
The cost of Anytown is $1300 if paid by Feb 15th and $1500 after. This 
registration fee covers tuition, lodging, food, program materials, follow-up 
events, and a t-shirt during Anytown, as well as admittance to the ALLY 
program, which continues throughout the school year.  Students can return to 
ALLY until they graduate. Some students even return from beyond high school.

SLOTS ARE FILLING UP!

WHAT HAPPENS WHEN YOU SEND STUDENTS TO ANYTOWN?

•

We only accept 50 students. 
Contact our 

Youth Program Manager 
or apply online today!

Ro Kicker
ro@nccjstl.org 
(314) 432-2525 ext 103
nccjstl.org/anytown/

•

Leadership experience. 
Students have the opportunity 
to serve as peer leaders for 
new Anytown participants as 
well as take their own skills, 
knowledge, and understanding 
to the next level
Networking and connection 
with Anytown Alumni from 
across 27 years

• Ongoing commitment to 
service and work opportunities 
as Anytown Staff, NCCJ 
Facilitrainers, internships, and 
as board members

• Ongoing support from NCCJ 
St. Louis into and through 
college

• Students can return to the 
ALLY program for the duration 
of their high school 
experience. Some Alumni 
even continue with the 
program after they graduate

• Scaffolded leadership of 
students from different 
academic years. Over time, 
there will be a staggering of 
Anytown Alumni spread across 
multiple grade levels, working 
together to promote awareness 
and inclusion

• Often times, students present 
what they learned at Anytown 
to their school administration 
and/or faculty. Some schools 
set this as a requirement for 
students they sponsor to 
attend Anytown

• Students engage in dialogue 
with their peers about what 
they have learned at Anytown 
in an attempt to educate 
others in the school, thus 
beginning the ripple effect for 
change and inclusion

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeYDk-dagN23WVBPHj6Qk3KPNPdd9VAE7eHGip2LOboODaAwA/viewform



